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The Key Drivers 

• Revised Waste Framework Directive 
 

– Member States shall take measures to 
promote high quality recycling and, to this 

end, shall set up separate collections of 
waste where technically, environmentally 

and economically practical and appropriate to 
meet the necessary quality standards for the 

relevant recycling sectors 
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The section that’s causing all the fuss!

This the key part of the rWFD and also outlines the key materials for collection as being paper, metal, plastic and glass and as we now know the Scottish Gvt has taken this further by identifying food waste as a key material as well.

And what do our fellow Europeans want the RWFD to do;

‘Create a flow of quality materials that can be fed into the production cycle as secondary raw materials and that the EU should become a Recycling Society by avoiding waste generation and to use waste as a resource’

Can you spot the difference between Europe and us?

So how is this transposed into Scottish Law?



Waste (Scotland) Regulations 2012 

• Key Themes:- 
– Maximise quantity and quality of 

materials for recycling 
– Move residual waste management up the 

hierarchy 
– Drive operational and cultural  shift from 

waste to resource management for 
business and householders 

– Create market certainty to support 
investment 
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So now we have the Waste (Scotland) Regulations 2012, which are probably one of the most important pieces of legislation for a generation and as we know already, the Waste and Resource management sector is one of the most highly regulated industries in the UK with only the nuclear industry having more to contend with.  

So what do the regulations  look to achieve?

The Waste Scotland Regulations 2012, aim to ensure that the minimum level of  recycling service is on offer for a range of key materials.

To drive these changes, the regulatory measures in these Regulations are intended to deliver the following key theme:-

Maximise quantity and quality – we operate in a commodities market and with all commodities – quality invariably determines price.

Move residual waste up the hierarchy 

Concentre on the fundamental shift from a waste to a resource based economy for Scotland

Create market certainty and create  wealth through the ability to keep Scotland’s resources in Scotland whenever possible.



Waste (Scotland) Regulations 2012 

• Specific Measures:- 
– Businesses to present dry recyclables 

(metals, plastics, paper, card and glass) and 
food waste of >50kg/week by 1st Jan 2014.  
Those producing <50kg exempt until 1st Jan 
2016. 

– Local authorities to provide householders 
with a collection for dry recyclables (1st Jan 
2014) and food waste (1st Jan 2016) 

– Ban on materials collected for recycling 
going to landfill or incineration. 

– 1st Jan 2016 ban comes into force to prevent 
food waste going to drain or sewer. 
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So what does all this mean to industry

There is a requirement for the waste collectors to provide separate collections and for business to separate the waste into it’s constituent parts

GO THROUGH SLIDE

Some exceptions to this are;
Special provisions have been given to the NHS on food waste and dry recyclables until 2016.

In areas defined as rural through the application guidance do not have to have a separate food waste collection unless one is  readily available and we would hope that through time this can become a cost effective solution to these areas. Through local treatment options

The way that the Scottish Government have dealt with the TEEP issue ?

Is to allow co-mingling under a derogation as long as that material collected from a co-mingled collection is able to meet the same  quality of source separated  materials and the application of this standard is a large part of our work at the moment

And of course the ban on material going to landfill and the food waste macerator issue.

Regulatory guidance  from SEPA imminent 



Recent Developments 

• Expansion of food waste collection fund 
• Kerbside good practice guide 
• Recycle on the go guidance  
• HHWRC Re-use guidance 
• HHWRC infrastructure 
• Focus on glass collections 
• Materials Quality Action Plan 
• Carbon & Energy Efficiency Service 



Funding Opportunities 

• Food waste collection (LA support) 
• Experience of successful roll outs across 

the UK 
• Large evidence base and research to draw 

from 
• Funding for vehicles, containers, 

operating costs 

• Limited funding – get in early applications 
• SME Collections 



Funding Opportunities 

• HHWRC Improvements 
• Glass collections 
• RoTG 
• D&R Trials 
• Loan funds 

• Priority materials 
 



Support from ZWS 

• Dedicated small team 
• Support for a range of activities 
• Development of comms materials 
• Recycle for Scotland branding 
• Training and development 
• How to access funding 

 
 
 



Summary 

• Here to provide practical support 
• Funding  to help deliver service change 

& compliance 
• Looking to support innovation and new 

ideas 
• Working across all sectors  

 
 



Further Information? 

 

Contact Details; 
 
T -  01786 433937 
E -  Charlie.devine@zerowastescotland.org.uk 
W - www.zerowastescotland.org.uk 
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